


Il:E RIDER was very lired She had
bean swimming for twa days with-
auf stapping. This was her first long
swim. She followad her mother for the
first day. Today sha could nof swim as
quickly. Now she is losf in the saq. She
is alone and frightened. But sha must
go an. Sha must find a large ica Ros.
She must find food.

lce Rider lives in the Beaufort Sed in
northern Canada, she is o polar bear
of "qed bear”, Along time ago o ndme
for d polar bear was The Rider of lee”,

lce Ridetr's home was on the sed ice.
The huge piece of ice was dlways
rmiowving and changing. The ice in the
soUthern Beaufort Sed beging to melt
and brealk apart in the surmmer, Polar
bedrs ride’ the sedq ice o more edsily



reach their food., The polar
trears must 9o ashore and not

edf for several months or they rmust
awimn long distances 1o reach pack
ice. lce Rider's mothear had decided
fo swim., Now lce Rider is exhausted
and wery hungry. She rmust find rest
00Nl She needs help!

Folar bears are made for the exdreme
cold of the Arctic,

They have thick fur, The furis made of
Tw o layers, The underfur is insulafing. It

is topped by guard hairs of different
lengths, And the fur is not "
actudlly white!l It just '
locks  that  way,
Each hairistrans-
parent and has
no colour, The
hiollow hair re-
flects light. To
keer them
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Black skin over a thick
leryer of fat,

The ears and tails of a ¢
polar bear are small, This
helps them fo not lose 0
body heat, Therr pows are
wide, They have black foot pads
on the bottom, The pads are covered
e srnall, soft burmps. The bumps help
ther fo fread on thin ice without slip-
ping. When they swirn, the front paws
are like large paddles. Theair strong,
thick <lows are sharp and
curded which help them
walk on ice.

e -

suddenly, lce Rider  sow
f something moving.,  She
swam nedrer, She saw that it
wds d large piece of packice,
standing on the ice wads an
adult polar bear, It was her
rother! She swam to the
ice. She rememicered
what to do. Her
»  mother had
taught  her




how to climb up on the ice. Finally, she
could rest! She lay down. She sniffed.
She could smell seal. Soon she would
eat,

We are like Ice Rider in some ways. We
may be afraid or lonely or have other
problems. There are
things that we cannot
do by ourselves. We
need help!

Our family and friends
may think that we are
a good person. We
do not do many bad
things. But each of us
has a sinful heart. Ev-
ery person does and thinks in ways that
are not pleasing to God Who made
us. We need to confess that we sin.
We each need God's forgiveness and
help. We need to believe that the Lord
Jesus loved us and died for our sins.
When we frust in Him as our own Sav-
iour, He will be with us and help us. Then
we will have rest and peace.

When we were
yet without
sfrength, in

due time Christ
died for the

ungodly.

Romans 5:6
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PULAR BEAR
FALTS

'3% Polar bears like to be clean and dry.
' They use snow for washing.

Most polar bedrs sleep for seven
or eight hours at a time. They take
haps, too!

* Polar bears have 42 teeth!

Polar bears often wait patiently for
hours or even days for food. They
* are wditing for a seal to surface at a
breathing hole in the seaice.

Polar bears are strong swimmers.

(* They are able to swim underneath
thin ice.
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